
 
 

February 2012 
 

Spokane-Pend Oreille 
County FSA Office 
8815 E Mission Ave STE B 
Phone 509-924-7350 
Fax No. 509-924-7787 
 

Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 
8:00 AM – 4:30 PM 
 

County Committee 
Charlotte Yergens, Chair, 
Regina Clausen, Vice-Chair 
Larry Cordes, Member 
Louise (Lou) McLam, Member 
Ron Soliday, Member 
 

Office Staff 
Randy L. Primmer, CED 
randy.primmer@wa.usda.gov 
Lorri Anderson, PT 
Betty Diedesch, PT 
Kay Kjack, PT 
Dave Olson, PT 
Joanna Suarez, Student Intern 
 

Farm Loan Staff 
Houston Bruck, FLM 
houston.bruck@wa.usda.gov 
Joanne Krupke, FLT 
 

Next COC Meeting 
March 15, 2012 @ 9:00 a.m. 
 

Dates to Remember 
March 15 - NAP closing date 

for spring planted crops, small 
grain forages, mustard, radish, 
summer planted buckwheat 
March 30 – Wheat and Barley 

Commodity Loan Deadline 
April 6 - CRP signup deadline 
May 1 - NAP closing date for 

value loss crops 
May 28 - Office closed for 

federal holiday 
June 1 - DCP/ACRE signup 

deadline 
June 1 - SURE 2010 loss 

signup deadline 
June 30 – Acreage Reporting 

Deadline 
July 15 – ACRE Production 

Reporting Deadline 
 

FSA Web Sites 
State- http://www.fsa.usda.gov/wa 
National- http://www.fsa.usda.gov 
USDA- http://www.usda.gov 
 
 

 

LAST PRINTED NEWSLETTER 
     The Farm Service Agency is moving toward a paperless operation.  FSA's budget allows for 
this last printed newsletter only.  If you wish to receive important program announcements and 
deadline reminders, enroll in the new GovDelivery system.  You will receive newsletters and 
bulletins via email or text message instead of a hard copy through the mail. 
     FSA, like many other organizations, is trying to work smarter and be more efficient.  Moving 
to electronic notifications via email will help conserve resources and save taxpayer dollars. 
The County Committee ballots will continue to be mailed to all eligible producers. 
     You may subscribe to receive electronic updates by going to the USDA GovDelivery sign-
up page found at the following web address: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe. 
     The form on the reverse side of this newsletter informs FSA of your intent to receive 
newsletters electronically.  Complete blocks 1A, 1B, 3, 4, 8A, 8B and 8C.  Select "No" in block 
4 and return the form to the county office.  The selection only applies to newsletters and bulk 
mail.  You will still receive direct mail for your operation and County Committee ballots.  The 
staff can assist you with subscribing for electronic newsletters if you need assistance. 

 
2012 DCP/ACRE SIGNUP CONTINUES 

     We are currently taking appointments to sign up for the 2012 DCP/ACRE program.  The 
deadline to sign up is June 1, 2012.  Please call the office to set up an appointment.  
     All producers with a crop share interest on DCP base acres must have a share in direct and 
counter-cyclical payments.  Changes on the farm before or after enrolling in DCP/ACRE must 
be immediately reported to the local FSA office.  Examples include ownership changes, 
producer changes (individuals and entities), and change in crop shares arrangements. 

 
NEW AGI FORMS REQUIRED FOR 2012 

     FSA and NRCS program participants, including all members of participating entities, must 
meet certain Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) requirements to qualify for benefits.  Starting with 
the 2012 crop year, a new AGI form has been developed that both reports whether an 
applicant or member meets the AGI requirements and authorizes the IRS to confirm that 
information for FSA. 
     The new form also reflects an additional AGI limitation applicable only to 2012 direct 
payments.  In addition to the $500,000 average nonfarm AGI and the $750,000 average farm 
AGI limitation, a $1 million average AGI limitation will be applicable for 2012 direct payments. 
     Applicants are reminded that your FSA power-of-attorney authorization will not work for this 
form.  The form will have to be signed by the participant or entity member themselves.  IRS will 
not accept FSA power-of-attorney forms.  These new AGI forms are available today from your 
county office or on the FSA internet site. 

 
CRP GENERAL SIGNUP  

     The Conservation Reserve Program general signup number 43 starts March 12, 2012 and 
ends April 6, 2012.  CRP signups are a competitive process in which the bids producing the 
highest environmental benefits per taxpayer dollars spent are accepted into the program.  
Offers will be ranked using the Environment Benefits Index (EBI).  Points will be awarded 
based on the environmental and habitat benefits of the proposed cover planted.  More points 
are awarded for native vegetation.  Existing CRP stands may need to be replanted to 
maximize the score.  Check your stand before coming into the office.  Extra points will be 
awarded for the most erosive land and bids that include pollinator habitat on 10% of the 
acreage.  Scores can also be improved by reducing the bid by up to 15% below the maximum 
soil rental rate calculated by FSA.  Eligibility is based on several factors.  Eligible land must 
have been planted to an annual crop for at least four years between 2002 and 2007.  In 
addition, the land must be considered highly erodible, or be in an expiring CRP contract in 
2012.  Contact our office to schedule an appointment or to learn more information about the 
CRP sign up process. 
 

2011 ACRE PRODUCTION REPORTING DEADLINE 
     Producers enrolled in the ACRE program are required to provide their 2011 production for 
all covered commodities on ACRE farms whether they have a share interest in the crop or not, 
including any covered commodity harvested as forage.  The deadline for reporting production 
by submitting a signed FSA-658 is July 15, 2012 for the 2012 crop year.  The form is available 
at the office or may be found at 
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/efcommon/eFileServices/eForms/FSA658.PDF.  It is the 
producer’s responsibility to file a signed FSA-658 by July 15, 2012.  Producers who need 
assistance please contact the office for an appointment.  The worksheet used last year is 
currently not available but we expect it in the near future.  The County Committee has stressed 
that producers need to be involved in calculating production yields similar to last year.  More 
importantly, do not miss this important deadline as failure to provide a signed FSA-658 makes 
all producers (owners, operators, and interested producers on the farm) ineligible for payments 
on the farm. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/efcommon/eFileServices/eForms/FSA658.PDF
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